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32 YEARS
OF SERVICE

Since 1982, the Minnesota Justice Foundation
(MJF) has made it our mission to transform how
Minnesota’s legal community engages students in
public service. By working with students from all
four law schools and more than 200 organization-
al partners, MJF has expanded the reach of public
interest and pro bono legal services throughout
the state.

Nationally, our model is unigue and our impact
unmatched. We partner with local nonprofits,
government agencies and law firms to connect
them with law student volunteers, who in turn,
contribute tens of thousands of hours of free legal
services. Together, our actions provide affordable
legal services to thousands of low-income individ-
uals each year. 2014 was no different.



Our Mission | 2014

MUJF strives for justice by creating opportunities for law students to perform public interest and pro bono legal services.

Our most basic goal and the driving philosophy behind it is to link volunteer law students with opportunities to assist
attorneys in meeting the legal needs of the low-income community.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Janine Laird is a 1974 graduate of the
University of Minnesota and a 1979
graduate of William Mitchell College
of Law. Janine practiced law for sev-
eral years before moving into public
policy and nonprofit management.

Since 2004, Ms Laird has served
as the Executive Director of MIJF,
leading the staff and working with
the board of directors. In addition to
her executive duties, Ms Laird is re-
sponsible for directing the Summer
Clerkship Program. Ms Laird serves
on a number of bar association com-
mittees and working groups, as well
as on three nonprofit community
boards. She has been Co-Chair of the
Legal Assistance to the Disadvan-
taged Committee of the Minnesota
State Bar Association since 2012.
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To all MJF’s friends,

Thank you for your support of MJF’s mission to increase access to justice by providing law students with public interest and pro bono
opportunities. This year has been an exciting one.

With your support, law students from Hamline University School of Law, the University of Minnesota Law School, the University of St. Thomas
School of Law and William Mitchell College of Law filled 1,300 volunteer placements this year.

Students volunteered at legal aid and public defender’s offices, and at a multitude of other nonprofit organizations. Law students provided
assistance to 14,500 low-income and disadvantaged individuals working on behalf of youth, seniors, the disabled, the homeless, veterans,
new Americans, Native Americans and others who are underrepresented in the justice system.

In addition to their hours in the classroom and the library, these dedicated law student volunteers provided more than 40,000 hours of
service to the community. We salute them for their commitment and dedication.

Our twenty summer clerks provided ten weeks of full-time assistance at legal aid programs across the state from Duluth to Alexandria to
Mankato and the Twin Cities. These agencies were able to significantly increase their client services in the summer of 2014 thanks to the
efforts of our summer clerks.

Our board, staff and supporters are committed to our mission because access to justice is in short supply. In the past few years, the number
of eligible low-income clients has increased 20% while the number of legal aid attorneys has declined 16% due to funding cuts. Two out of
every three clients are turned away from legal aid programs because there are not enough resources to meet their needs. Volunteer law
students leverage staff attorney time, allowing the attorneys to serve more clients and to focus their attention on more complicated cases.

As we look forward to the next year we will be working closely with the soon-to-be-created Mitchell | Hamline Law School. We are

excited to continue offering the Law School Public Service Program in the context of an ever-changing environment. As reduced law school
enrollment stabilizes, we continue to seek ways to increase law student volunteering in order to meet the legal needs of our state’s most
vulnerable citizens.

With your ongoing support and the hard work of our board and staff we can do just that.
Sincerely,
Janine Laird

Executive Director
Minnesota Justice Foundation
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VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

MIJF could not do its work without its dedicated force of law student volunteers. The collective impact of these volunteers is
quite astounding. In 2014, their efforts have provided over 14,500 low-income Minnesotans with affordable legal services; and
the over 40,000 volunteer hours served in the last year has tremendously increased the capacity of our partner organizations.
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2014 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

43,305 14,625
VOLUNTEER CLIENTS
HOURS SERVED

258
STUDENTS
18 VOLUNTEERED
COUNTIES 504

202
ORGANIZATIONAL
PARTNERS
*Updated 04/10/2015 @
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STREET LAW

Each year, MJF places law student
volunteers into local classrooms
to teach middle school and high
school students about their legal
rights. This program is designed to
equip the students with the prac-
tical skills and knowledge to effect
positive change for the rest of their
lives. In 2014, fifty-four law student
volunteers taught at fourteen Metro
area schools, volunteering a total of
1,029 hours.
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“It was exciting to connect to high

Natalie Netzel is a 3rd year student at William Mitchell College of Law.
Prior to starting school at William Mitchell, Natalie earned a master’s school students with practical legal

degree in school counseling. Natalie’s first volunteer experience with knowledge. I'was surprised b)’ how en-
MJF was participating in Street Law during the spring semester of her 1L [uzlq@e RIS R 178 711 g 1) AO B T2 s
year. this was because what they were learn-

ing had a direct impact on their lives.”

Natalie describes Street Law as an “incredibly influential part of my time
in law school.” Through her involvement in Street Law, Natalie realized
that having knowledge of the law is an “incredible gift and responsibility.” Street Law changed how she felt about

law school, helping her to see how important the subject matters of her classes were, and motivating her to continue
teaching. Natalie went on to volunteer with the Marshall Brennan Project at William Mitchell, through which law
students teach constitutional law to high school students in the St. Paul Public School system. Natalie’s experience
culminated with her coaching a team of students at the National Marshall Brennan Moot Court competition in
Washington, D.C.

Due in part to Street Law, Natalie has found a passion for informing people about the law, especially those who may
not otherwise have access to this information, to help empower them. Her ideal career is to serve as a juvenile public
defender while volunteering to teach students about their rights and responsibilities. Last summer, while she was
externing for a Federal Magistrate in Duluth, she also volunteered at the Sixth Judicial District Public Defender’s Office.

This year, Natalie is an Assistant Editor for the William Mitchell Law Review and serves as the treasurer for the MJF
Student Chapter at William Mitchell. She wanted to give back to the organization because, as she says, “I recognize
how much MJF has done for me—allowing me access to amazing, career-shaping volunteer opportunities!” Next year,
Natalie will clerk at the Minnesota Court of Appeals.
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SUMMER CLERKSHIPS

As MJF’s oldest initiative, the Summer Clerkship Program raises funds for law students to work full-time at legal service
agencies throughout the state. In the summer of 2014, MJF contributed a total of $93,000 to fund twenty grants—fourteen in
the Metro Area and six in Greater Minnesota. Additionally, the MJF student chapters, located at each of the four law schools,

raised enough money to fund a total of eight additional summer grants for students working in public interest.
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Angelica Ramirez (photographed on previous page) is a 3L at the University of Minnesota Law School. In 2014, she
received funding from MJF’s Summer Clerkship Program to work at the White Earth Tribal Court in Northwestern
Minnesota. Below, Angelica describes her experience at White Earth and its impact on her future.

MJF helped secure my first paid legal experience at a time when funding shortages in public interest organizations
made it difficult for first-year students to find summer jobs. | clerked for the White Earth Nation Tribal Court and
Judicial Services in Northwestern Minnesota. Working for White Earth was an exciting experience. | worked closely
with the Tribe’s Chief Legal Counsel Joe Plumer and Chief Judge Robert Blaeser (formally a Hennepin County trial
court judge and one of the First Native American judges in the state). They brought a wealth of experience to the
tribe and shared many insights with me.

Working with the tribe reminded me of the reasons | decided to attend law school—because | was passionate
about public service and wanted to help shape policy in favor of the most vulnerable. | began working at White
Earth Nation as the tribe was rewriting a decades-old constitution formulated in the Era of Reorganization—a time
when the U.S. government sought to reorganize tribes. White Earth recently adopted the new constitution, for
which | provided research on voting procedures and on the bounds of tribal sovereignty.

At White Earth, | was also exposed to a variety of other research projects, attended hearings regularly, helped draft
court orders and helped prosecute minor traffic violations on behalf of the tribe. Much of the work was just like the
work of any government, plus the added responsibility of being a major employer and managing the tribe’s major
enterprise, the Shooting Star Casino.

Since my clerkship, | have externed in a Hennepin County Trial Court, clerked for the Department of Justice
Minneapolis Office and interned for the Chicago Transit Authority. As the Vice President of the Indian Services
Project for Greater Minnesota, | worked with MJF to organize a free legal clinic for the community at Upper Sioux in
Southeastern Minnesota. When | graduate in May 2015, | hope to continue working in government. My experience
at White Earth helped catapult my interest in that arena.
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MJF’s work benefits more than the community

at large. It is the most accessible way for law

students to gain experience and improve their

skills. For many students, such as Colleen Kel-

ly (left), these volunteer experiences set them

apart from other candidates when applying
for post-graduate employment.

Colleen Kelly is a 2014 graduate from the

University of Minnesota Law School, and

currently works as an Equal Justice Works

Fellow for the Minnesota Assistance Council
for Veterans (MACV).

While in law school Colleen volunteered
with several organizations through MIJF
placements, including Southern Minnesota
Regional Legal Services, Central Minnesota
Legal Services and MACV. The connections
she made with organization leaders and the
stories she heard from clients played a crucial
role in her decision to pursue a career in pub-
lic interest. Colleen believes the knowledge
and skills she acquired in these positions were
invaluable and set her apart from other Equal
Justice Works applicants. She further asserts
that “all attorneys and law students, even
those who are not going to work in legal ser-
vices, government or nonprofit organizations,
need to understand the value of volunteering
and assisting underrepresented individuals.”
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Michael K. Browne serves as the Director
of the Office of Police Conduct Review for
the Minneapolis Department of Civil Rights
(MDCR). Organizations like MDCR work with
MJF because of our ability to connect with
law schools and to recruit students interested
in public service. These capabilities provide
MIJF partner organizations with a structure to
execute a more efficient recruiting process.

Each year, MCDR benefits from the service of
up to five MJF volunteers. The Department
takes pride in creating authentic learning
experiences for students in order to build the
skills that will become a part of their lifelong
educational journey. When asked how MIJF
volunteers have benefited his organization,
Mr. Browne notes, “As a government agency
and due to our everyday demanding priorities
and workloads, we are always searching for a
solution to the challenge of converting addi-
tional great ideas into accomplished tasks. It is
in this space, through the contributions of MJF
volunteers, that our services are enhanced,
special projects are completed and goals met.
Their work makes a significant impact.”
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Our Supporters 2014

ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS

1st District Bar Association Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid

6th District Bar Association Minenko & Hoff, PA

7th District Bar Association Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
8th District Bar Association Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company
10th District Bar Association Minnesota State Bar Association—Family Law Section
16th District Bar Association Monroe Moxness Berg, PA

18th District Bar Association MotivAction, LLC

Best & Flanagan, LLP Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Briggs and Morgan, PA Northland Foundation

Collins, Buckley, Sauntry, & Haugh, PLLP Oppenheimer Wolff & Donnelly, LLP

Conlin Law Firm, LLC Otto Bremer Foundation

Creative Kids Academy, Inc. Ramsey County Bar Foundation

Dorsey & Whitney, LLP Range Bar Association

Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP Razoo Foundation

Federal Bar Foundation—Minnesota Chapter Robins Kaplan Miller & Ciresi, LLP

Fredrikson & Byron, PA Schechter Dokken Kanter

Gray Plant Mooty Schwegman, Lundberg & Woessner, PA
Greene Espel PLLP Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services
Hamline University School of Law Snyder & Brandt, PA

Henson & Efron, PA Stinson Leonard Street, LLP

Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren, Ltd. Thomson Reuters, Inc.

Lind Jensen Sullivan & Peterson, PA University of Minnesota Law School

Lindquist & Vennum, PLLP University of St. Thomas School of Law
Lommen Abdo Cole King Stageberg, PA Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign
Long & Associates William Mitchell College of Law

Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand, LLP

Annual Report | 2014



Allen, Weida
Bailey, Beth
Baillie, Constance
Beck, Steven
Befort, Stephen
Bergquist, Amy
Bohr, Gail
Brandt, Craig
Brenner, Victoria
Broadnax, Charles
Bruemmer, Emily
Buller, Nathan
Carlson, Andrew
Clary, Bradley
Cole Jr., Daniel
Cooperstein, Eric
Cowan, Laura
Dalal, Hetal
Degnan, John
Deinard, Amos
Desai, Reena
Dube, Diane
Dungan, Erin
Failinger, Marie

Fischlowitz, Sharon

Frase, Richard
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Frick, Diane

Frisch, Charles
Garry, Aleathea
Gonzalez, M. Graciela
Goodman, Timothy
Goodman, Susanne
Grundman, Lucas
Hanson, Samuel
Hartman, Laurie
Haukedahl, Catharine
Heinlein, Michael
Helfand, Jerome
Hemly, Lindsey
Herther, Annamary
Hofman, Kevin
Holt, David
Hoopes, Pamela
Hughes, Theresa
Hunt, Christopher
Jaycox, Kate
Jepsen, Andrea
Joseph, Claire
Kahn, Ann

Kelen, Miriam
Kimball, Marcia
Kleeman, Nancy

Knapp, Peter
Laird, Janine
Landsman, Maury
Lastine, Jean
Ledoux, Dean
Leitch, Ashleigh
Lillehaug, David
Lindquist, Elissa
Livingston, Michael
Long, Robert
Long, James
Maclin, Alan
Marita, Gregory
McLoon, Caitlin

Meyer-Thompson, Robyn

Moccio, Vincent
Mooty, Brianna
Morgan, Julia
Murphy, Jeanette
Nelson, Andrea
Ness, Kaylin
Norris, Matthew

Orbovich, Samuel

Pearson, Shanda
Petosky, Anna
Pfister, Kara
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Raymond, Kerry
Remakel, John
Robbins, Holly
Sanders, Thomas
Scoggin, Sally
Shariff, Sumra
Sherwood, Judy
Snow-Kaster, Christy
Stennes, Stacy
Stohl Powell, Jennifer
Sullivan, Jack
Swenson, Katherine
Templeman, Cheri
Teske, Vildan
Thayer, Louis
Tigue, Chery

Vraa, Michael
Wilkinson, James
Wislocky, Kyle
Woolman, Joanna
Zugay, Dawn
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OPERATING RATIOS

FY 2014 OPERATING REVENUE FY 2014 OPERATING EXPENSES

$119,167
$13,550 (3%) $403,044

$347,578
— 410,394 (2%)
— §57,704
Total = $480,295 Total = $471,142
B Contributions from the Public B Program Expenses
B Government Grants B Mgmnt. & General Expenses
B OtherIncome B Frundraising Expenses
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MEET

Anna Beadle
Staff Attorney
William Mitchell

Janine Laird
Executive Director

Sara Schwebs Pat Harrigan
Program Director Development & Communications
Associate
Brock Berglund Christy Botts
Staff Attorney Staff Attorney
University of Minnesota University of St. Thomas
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Susan Morrow
Staff Attorney
Hamline University
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2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Craig Brandt
Snyder & Brandt, PA

Victoria Brenner, President
Collins Buckly Sauntry and Haugh, PLLP

Carrie Briones, Student Representative
Hamline University School of Law

Andy Carlson
Briggs & Morgan, PA

Becky Cassler, Student Representative
University of Minnesota Law School

Jessica Dennis
Meagher & Geer, PLLP

Reena Desai
Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Erin Dungan
Winthrop & Weinstine, PA

Meghan Elliott
Apogee Corporation

Jenna Yauch Erickson
State Public Defender

Robert Fafinski, Student Representative
University of St. Thomas Law School

Anna Finstrom, Student Representative
University of Minnesota Law School

Amber Garry
Lind, Jensen, Sullivan & Peterson, PA

Timothy Goodman
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

Luke Grundman
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid

Mike Heinlein
Thomson Reuters, Inc.

Lisa Hui-Peterson, Student Representative
Hamline University School of Law

Guled Ibrahim, Student Representative
William Mitchell College of Law

Kate Jaycox
Robins Kaplan Miller & Ciresi, LLP

Heather Johnson, Student Representative
William Mitchell College of Law

Joe Kenyon, Treasurer
Schechter Dokken Kanter

Maury Landsman
Emeritus Clinical Professor, University of Minnesota

Elissa Lindquist
United HealthCare Services, Inc.

Patrick Mahlberg
Fredrikson & Byron, PA

Brianna Mooty
Gray Plant Mooty

Archana Nath, Vice President
Oppenheimer Wolff & Donnelly, LLP

Sara Noel
Stinson Leonard Street, LLP

Shanda Pearson
Bassford Remele, PA
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Anna Petosky
Maslon Edelman Borman & Brand, LLP

John Remakel
Monroe Moxness Berg, PA

Summra Shariff
Robins Kaplan Miller & Ciresi, LLP

Michael Sly, Student Representative, Secretary

University of St. Thomas School of Law

Jeffrey Smith
Lindquist & Vennum, LLP

James Springer
African American Breast Cancer Alliance, Inc.

Jennifer Stohl Powell
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services

Jack Sullivan
Best & Flanagan, LLP

Katherine Swenson
Greene Espel, PLLP

Brooke Tassoni
Cargill, Inc.

Amanda Theissen, Student Representative
University of Minnesota Law School

Kristin Walbourn
Super Valu, Inc.

Dana Yokom, Student Representative
William Mitchell College of Law



University of Minnesota Law School
229 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-625-1584

University of St. Thomas Law School
1000 LaSalle Avenue

Minneapolis, MN 55403
651-962-4859

William Mitchell College of Law
875 Summit Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55105
651-290-8658

Hamline University School of Law
1536 Hewitt Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55104

651-523-2081



